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Billy Cobham is a jazz fusion drummer and composer who has been active
since the 1960s. He is best known for his work with the Mahavishnu
Orchestra and his solo albums. Cobham's music is characterized by its
complex rhythms, odd time signatures, and use of electronic instruments.

In this article, Cobham discusses his approach to jazz fusion and the
creative process. He talks about the importance of experimentation,
collaboration, and pushing the boundaries of the music.

Experimentation

Cobham is known for his experimental approach to music. He is not afraid
to try new things and push the boundaries of what is possible. This
willingness to experiment has led to some of his most innovative and
groundbreaking work.

"I think experimentation is essential for any artist," Cobham says. "It's how
you grow and develop as a musician. You can't just keep ng the same thing
over and over again. You have to be willing to take risks and try new
things."

Cobham's experimentation has led him to explore a wide range of musical
styles, from jazz and rock to funk and soul. He has also experimented with
different instruments and recording techniques. This openness to new
ideas has helped him to create a unique and personal sound.

Collaboration
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Cobham is also a strong believer in collaboration. He has worked with a
wide range of musicians over the years, including John McLaughlin, Miles
Davis, and George Duke. He believes that collaboration can help to bring
out the best in each musician and create something that is greater than the
sum of its parts.

"Collaboration is essential for any artist," Cobham says. "It's how you learn
from others and grow as a musician. When you collaborate with other
people, you get exposed to new ideas and ways of thinking. This can help
you to develop your own creativity and push the boundaries of your music."

Cobham's collaborations have helped him to create some of his most
memorable and groundbreaking work. His album "Spectrum" (1973),which
featured McLaughlin, Duke, and Cobham's wife Jan Hammer, is considered
to be a classic of the jazz fusion genre.

Pushing the Boundaries

Cobham is always looking for ways to push the boundaries of jazz fusion.
He is not content to simply repeat what has been done before. He is always
looking for new ways to innovate and create something new.

"I think it's important to push the boundaries of any genre," Cobham says.
"That's how you keep it fresh and exciting. You can't just keep ng the same
thing over and over again. You have to be willing to take risks and try new
things."

Cobham's willingness to push the boundaries has led to some of his most
innovative work. His album "Total Eclipse" (1974) featured a wide range of
musical styles, from jazz fusion to funk to soul. The album was a critical



and commercial success, and it helped to establish Cobham as one of the
leading figures in the jazz fusion movement.

The Creative Process

Cobham's creative process is complex and multifaceted. He draws
inspiration from a wide range of sources, including his own experiences,
the music of others, and the world around him.

"I think the creative process is a mystery," Cobham says. "There's no one
right way to do it. You just have to find what works for you. For me, I like to
start with a simple idea and then just see where it goes. I don't like to
overthink things. I just let the music flow out of me."

Cobham often writes music on the fly. He will start with a simple idea and
then just see where it goes. He doesn't like to overthink things. He just lets
the music flow out of him.

Once Cobham has a basic idea, he will start to develop it by adding layers
of sound. He will experiment with different rhythms, harmonies, and
melodies. He will also use a variety
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