
Blind In Justice: The Extraordinary Story of
Gume Laurel III
In the annals of justice and equality, the name Gume Laurel III shines
brightly. As a Filipino lawyer, born with a visual impairment, he defied the
odds and became a beacon of hope for the marginalized. His unwavering
determination, sharp intellect, and profound compassion transformed him
into a formidable advocate for human rights and social justice.
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Early Life and Education

Gume Laurel III was born in 1958 into a prominent Filipino family. At the
tender age of four, he lost his eyesight due to a rare medical condition.
Despite this significant challenge, his thirst for knowledge and justice
burned within him. He excelled academically, completing his undergraduate
studies at the University of the Philippines with honors.
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Laurel's journey to becoming a lawyer was not without its obstacles. Many
doubted his abilities due to his disability. However, he refused to let societal
perceptions define his path. He enrolled at the University of San Carlos
School of Law, where he faced skepticism and discrimination from some
classmates and professors. Undeterred, he excelled in his studies,
graduating at the top of his class.

A Legal Trailblazer

After graduating from law school, Laurel faced another daunting challenge:
passing the Philippine Bar Examination. This notoriously difficult exam
requires extensive knowledge and analytical skills. Despite his visual
impairment, Laurel persevered, using a Braille typewriter and relying on the
support of a reader. Against all odds, he passed the exam in 1985,
becoming one of only a handful of blind lawyers in the country.

As a young lawyer, Laurel joined the Public Attorney's Office, where he
dedicated his career to providing legal aid to the poor and
underrepresented. He fought tirelessly for the rights of marginalized
communities, including prisoners, victims of human rights violations, and
persons with disabilities. His passion for justice and his ability to empathize
with the struggles of the disadvantaged earned him widespread respect
and admiration.

Disability Rights Advocacy

Beyond his legal practice, Laurel became a staunch advocate for disability
rights in the Philippines and internationally. He believed that persons with
disabilities should have equal opportunities and protections under the law.
He played a pivotal role in the drafting and passage of the Magna Carta for



Persons with Disabilities, a landmark legislation that expanded rights and
services for over 1.4 million Filipinos with disabilities.

Laurel's advocacy extended beyond legal reforms. He established the
Philippine Foundation for the Blind, which provides education, rehabilitation
services, and job training to persons with visual impairments. He also
founded the Philippine National Council for Disability Affairs, a government
body that advises on policies and programs related to disability issues.

Inspiration and Impact

Throughout his life, Gume Laurel III inspired countless individuals, both
with and without disabilities. His story demonstrated that with
determination, resilience, and a belief in one's own abilities, anything is
possible. He showed the world that disability does not define a person's
potential or worthiness. Through his legal work and advocacy, he made a
profound impact on the lives of the marginalized and contributed
significantly to the advancement of justice and equality in the Philippines.

Gume Laurel III passed away in 2021, leaving behind a legacy of hope,
inspiration, and social change. His unwavering commitment to justice and
his tireless efforts to empower the marginalized will continue to inspire
generations to come. He will always be remembered as a true champion of
human rights and a beacon of light in the pursuit of a more just and
equitable society.

The life of Gume Laurel III is a testament to the indomitable spirit that
resides within each of us. Despite the challenges he faced as a blind
person, he rose above adversity to become a formidable advocate for
justice and equality. His legacy continues to inspire and motivate us to



break down barriers, embrace diversity, and fight for the rights of all
individuals.

As we reflect on the extraordinary journey of Gume Laurel III, let us honor
his memory by continuing his mission to create a world where everyone
has equal opportunities, dignity, and respect.
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Classic Festival Solos Bassoon Volume Piano
Accompaniment: The Ultimate Guide
The Classic Festival Solos Bassoon Volume Piano Accompaniment is a
collection of 12 solos for bassoon with piano accompaniment. The solos
are all taken from the standard...
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Unveiling the Courage: Insurgent Women
Female Combatants in Civil Wars
In the face of armed conflict and civil wars, women's experiences and
roles often remain underrepresented and overlooked. However, emerging
research sheds...
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