
Decoding Article 6 of the Paris Agreement: A
Comprehensive Guide
The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, is a landmark international treaty
that aims to address climate change by keeping global temperature rise
within 2 degrees Celsius, and pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees
Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. Article 6 of the Agreement
focuses on international cooperation on climate action, and provides a
framework for cooperative approaches to mitigation and adaptation.
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Key Elements of Article 6

Article 6 consists of four main elements:

1. Cooperative approaches: This allows countries to collaborate on
climate actions, such as emissions trading, joint mitigation projects,
and joint adaptation measures.
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2. Sustainable development mechanism (SDM): The SDM is a new
mechanism that replaces the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
under the Kyoto Protocol. It aims to facilitate the implementation of
cooperative approaches in a sustainable manner, promoting
sustainable development in developing countries.

3. Non-market approaches: This includes cooperative actions that do
not involve the trading of emission allowances, such as technology
transfer, capacity building, and financial assistance.

4. Oversight and reporting: A supervisory body will oversee the
implementation of cooperative approaches and provide regular reports
on their progress.

Implications of Article 6

Article 6 has several important implications for climate action:

Increased flexibility: Cooperative approaches provide countries with
greater flexibility to achieve their climate commitments, allowing them
to leverage each other's strengths and resources.

Enhanced mitigation action: By facilitating cooperation, Article 6
aims to encourage countries to undertake more ambitious mitigation
actions, contributing to the global effort to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Sustainable development benefits: The SDM is designed to ensure
that cooperative approaches promote sustainable development in
developing countries, fostering economic growth and reducing poverty.

Improved transparency: The oversight and reporting system will
provide greater transparency and accountability in the implementation



of cooperative approaches.

Potential Benefits of Article 6

Article 6 has the potential to bring numerous benefits for climate action:

1. Cost-effective mitigation: Cooperative approaches can enable
countries to achieve their climate goals more cost-effectively, by
sharing best practices and technologies.

2. Increased innovation: Collaboration can foster innovation and the
development of new climate solutions, as countries learn from each
other's experiences.

3. Enhanced global cooperation: Article 6 strengthens international
cooperation on climate change, fostering trust and collaboration
among countries.

4. Improved climate resilience: Non-market approaches can help
developing countries enhance their resilience to climate change,
through capacity building and financial assistance.

Challenges and Next Steps

While Article 6 offers significant potential, it also faces some challenges:

Complex negotiations: The implementation of Article 6 involves
complex negotiations, as countries need to agree on the details of
cooperative approaches and the governance of the SDM.

Ensuring environmental integrity: It is crucial to ensure that
cooperative approaches under Article 6 maintain environmental
integrity and do not lead to emissions leakage or double counting.



Capacity gaps: Some developing countries may face capacity gaps in
implementing cooperative approaches, and require technical and
financial assistance to participate effectively.

Despite these challenges, the effective implementation of Article 6 is
essential for the success of the Paris Agreement. Moving forward, countries
should work together to address these challenges, finalize the details of
cooperative approaches, and operationalize the SDM in a manner that
maximizes its potential benefits for climate action.

Article 6 of the Paris Agreement provides a robust framework for
international cooperation on climate change. By enabling cooperative
approaches, the SDM, non-market approaches, and robust oversight and
reporting, Article 6 has the potential to accelerate mitigation action,
enhance sustainable development, and promote global cooperation in the
fight against climate change. As countries move forward with the
implementation of Article 6, it is imperative to address challenges, ensure
environmental integrity, and build capacity to ensure its full potential is
realized.
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