
Fallen Soldiers, Cultural Memory, and the
Making of an American Nation: 1863-1921
The American Civil War was one of the deadliest conflicts in U.S. history,
with over 620,000 soldiers killed. The war left a deep scar on the nation's
psyche, and the memory of the fallen soldiers played a major role in
shaping American culture and identity in the years that followed.

In the immediate aftermath of the war, the memory of the fallen was used to
promote reconciliation and healing. In 1865, President Abraham Lincoln
delivered his famous "Gettysburg Address," in which he called for the
nation to "be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly carried on." Lincoln's words helped to inspire
the creation of national cemeteries, such as Arlington National Cemetery,
where fallen soldiers could be buried with honor.
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The memory of the fallen was also used to promote a sense of national
unity. In the years following the war, the Grand Army of the Republic
(GAR),a veterans' organization, played a major role in promoting the
memory of the fallen. The GAR organized parades, memorials, and other
events to commemorate the sacrifices of the soldiers who had fought and
died in the war. These events helped to create a shared sense of identity
among veterans and their families, and they also helped to promote a
sense of national pride.

The memory of the fallen was also used to justify the expansion of
American power. In the late 19th century, the United States emerged as a
global power, and the memory of the fallen was used to justify the country's
involvement in wars such as the Spanish-American War and World War I.
These wars were seen as a way to avenge the deaths of the fallen soldiers
and to protect the nation's honor.

The memory of the fallen soldiers also played a role in the development of
American popular culture. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the
memory of the fallen was used to create a variety of popular songs, poems,
and stories. These works of art helped to keep the memory of the fallen
alive and they also helped to shape the way that Americans thought about
war and sacrifice.

The memory of the fallen soldiers also had a profound impact on American
government policies. In the years following the Civil War, the government
created a number of programs to provide benefits to veterans and their
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families. These programs included pensions, disability payments, and
educational benefits. These programs helped to ensure that the sacrifices
of the fallen soldiers were not forgotten and they also helped to provide a
measure of security for veterans and their families.

The memory of the fallen soldiers has continued to play a major role in
American culture and identity. In the 21st century, the memory of the fallen
is still used to justify wars, to promote reconciliation, and to shape the way
that Americans think about sacrifice and heroism.

Here are some specific examples of how the memory of the fallen soldiers
was used to shape American culture and identity:

* In 1865, Congress created the National Cemetery System, which
established national cemeteries in every state and territory. These
cemeteries were designed to provide a place for fallen soldiers to be buried
with honor and to serve as a reminder of the sacrifices that they had made.
* In 1868, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was founded. The GAR
was a veterans' organization that played a major role in promoting the
memory of the fallen. The GAR organized parades, memorials, and other
events to commemorate the sacrifices of the soldiers who had fought and
died in the war. * In 1898, the United States entered the Spanish-American
War. The war was seen as a way to avenge the deaths of the fallen soldiers
in the Civil War and to protect the nation's honor. * In 1917, the United
States entered World War I. The war was seen as a way to protect the
nation from the threat of German aggression and to make the world safe for
democracy. * In 1921, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was dedicated at
Arlington National Cemetery. The tomb is a memorial to the unknown
soldiers who have died in service to their country. The tomb is a reminder of



the sacrifices that have been made by American soldiers throughout
history.

The memory of the fallen soldiers has played a major role in shaping
American culture and identity. The memory of these soldiers has been used
to promote reconciliation, healing, national unity, and the expansion of
American power. The memory of the fallen has also been used to justify
wars, to shape the way that Americans think about sacrifice and heroism,
and to create a variety of popular songs, poems, and stories. The memory
of the fallen soldiers is a powerful reminder of the sacrifices that have been
made by American soldiers throughout history.

The memory of the fallen soldiers has played a complex and multifaceted
role in American culture and identity. The memory of these soldiers has
been used to promote reconciliation, healing, national unity, and the
expansion of American power. The memory of the fallen has also been
used to justify wars, to shape the way that Americans think about sacrifice
and heroism, and to create a variety of popular songs, poems, and stories.
The memory of the fallen soldiers is a powerful reminder of the sacrifices
that have been made by American soldiers throughout history.
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