
Teaching Phonics and Word Study in the
Intermediate Grades: A Comprehensive Guide
for Educators
Phonics and word study are essential components of reading instruction in
the elementary grades. They provide students with the foundational skills
they need to decode words and understand the meaning of text. However,
many students continue to struggle with phonics and word study in the
intermediate grades. This article provides educators with a comprehensive
guide to teaching phonics and word study in the intermediate grades.
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Understanding Phonics and Word Study

Phonics is the study of the relationship between letters and sounds. It helps
students to decode words by sounding out the individual letters or letter
combinations. Word study is the study of words and their meanings. It
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helps students to develop their vocabulary and to understand the structure
of words.

Phonics and word study are complementary skills. Phonics provides
students with the tools they need to decode words, while word study helps
them to understand the meaning of those words.

Integrating Phonics and Word Study into the Intermediate Grades
Curriculum

Phonics and word study should be integrated into the intermediate grades
curriculum in a variety of ways. Here are a few suggestions:

Use phonics instruction to help students decode unfamiliar words in
their reading materials.

Incorporate word study activities into your writing instruction. For
example, have students keep a vocabulary journal or participate in
word sorts.

Provide students with opportunities to practice phonics and word study
skills in a variety of contexts, such as through games, puzzles, and
activities.

Differentiating Phonics and Word Study Instruction

It is important to differentiate phonics and word study instruction to meet
the needs of all students. Here are a few tips:

Assess students' phonics and word study skills to determine their
strengths and weaknesses.



Provide students with targeted instruction that addresses their specific
needs.

Allow students to progress at their own pace.

Resources for Teaching Phonics and Word Study

There are a variety of resources available to help educators teach phonics
and word study in the intermediate grades. Here are a few examples:

Phonics Instruction in the Intermediate Grades from Reading Rockets

Teaching Word Study in the Upper Elementary Grades from Edutopia

Phonics and Word Study Activities for Grades 4-6 from Literacy Ideas

Teaching phonics and word study in the intermediate grades is essential for
helping students to develop the skills they need to become successful
readers. By following the tips and strategies outlined in this article,
educators can create a learning environment that supports all students in
their journey to reading success.
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The Classic Festival Solos Bassoon Volume Piano Accompaniment is a
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