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The Highland Clearances was a period of forced evictions and
displacement that occurred in the Scottish Highlands and Islands between
the 18th and 19th centuries. Driven by economic and political factors,
landlords and government officials forcibly removed thousands of people
from their traditional lands, leading to widespread suffering and emigration.

The Highland Clearances Trail is a captivating journey that takes you
through the stunning landscapes of the Scottish Highlands, following the
footsteps of the displaced communities. Along the trail, you will explore
evocative ruins, learn about the rich history of the region, and gain a
deeper understanding of the impact of this tragic and inspiring chapter in
Scottish history.

The Trail

The Highland Clearances Trail is a self-guided driving route that covers
over 500 miles, taking you through some of the most iconic and evocative
landscapes of the Scottish Highlands. The trail is divided into five sections,
each focusing on a different aspect of the Clearances:
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1. Glencoe and Lochaber: This section explores the infamous Glencoe
Massacre of 1692, as well as the later evictions that occurred in the
area.

2. Culloden and the Black Isle: This section focuses on the aftermath of
the Battle of Culloden in 1746, which led to widespread clearances in
the Highlands.

3. Sutherland and Assynt: This section takes you through the
Sutherland estate, where the Clearances were carried out with
particular ruthlessness by the Duke of Sutherland.

4. Lochalsh, Gairloch, and Poolewe: This section explores the
clearances that occurred in the western Highlands, where many
people were forced to emigrate to Canada and other parts of the world.

5. Ullapool and the North Coast: This section follows the route taken by
many of the evicted Highlanders as they made their way to the port of
Ullapool, where they boarded ships that would take them to new lives
overseas.

Along the trail, you will find a variety of historical sites and attractions,
including:

Glencoe Visitor Centre

Culloden Battlefield

Dunrobin Castle

Highland Folk Museum

Ullapool Museum



The History

The Highland Clearances were a complex and controversial period in
Scottish history. The causes of the Clearances were multifaceted, but they
can be broadly attributed to two main factors:

1. Economic factors: The Highland economy was based on subsistence
farming and livestock grazing. However, in the 18th and 19th centuries,
there was a growing demand for land for sheep farming, which was
more profitable than traditional agriculture. This led to landlords
evicting tenants from their traditional lands in order to make way for
sheep.

2. Political factors: The Highland Clearances were also driven by
political factors. After the Jacobite risings of 1715 and 1745, the British
government sought to pacify the Highlands by disarming the clans and
suppressing their traditional way of life. The Clearances were seen as
a way to break up the clan system and make the Highlands more
easily governable.

The Clearances had a devastating impact on the Highlands. Thousands of
people were forced to leave their homes and their traditional way of life.
Many emigrated to other parts of the world, while others were forced to
move to overcrowded and poverty-stricken urban areas. The Clearances
also led to a decline in the Gaelic language and culture.

The Legacy

The Highland Clearances have left a lasting legacy on the Scottish
Highlands and Islands. The depopulation of the Highlands led to a decline



in the Gaelic language and culture, and the region has never fully
recovered from the economic and social impact of the Clearances.

However, the Clearances also had a positive impact on Scotland. The
Highlanders who emigrated to other parts of the world brought with them
their skills, talents, and traditions, which contributed to the development of
new communities and societies. The Clearances also led to a greater
awareness of the plight of the Highlands, and helped to stimulate a
movement for social reform.

Today, the Highland Clearances Trail is a reminder of this tragic and
inspiring chapter in Scottish history. By following the trail, you can learn
about the events that led to the Clearances, explore the stunning
landscapes of the Highlands, and gain a deeper understanding of the
impact of this period on the region and its people.

The Highland Clearances Trail is a journey through history and heritage. It
is an opportunity to learn about the tragic and inspiring story of the
Highland Clearances, and to explore the stunning landscapes of the
Scottish Highlands. By fo
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