Women Make Horror: Filmmaking, Feminism,
and the Genre

Horror is a genre that has long been dominated by men, both in terms of
filmmaking and fandom. However, in recent years, there has been a
resurgence of interest in women-directed horror films, and critics are
beginning to recognize the unique perspectives and contributions that
women bring to the genre.
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This article will explore the history of women in horror filmmaking, from the
early days of silent cinema to the present day. We will discuss the
challenges that women have faced in the industry, as well as the ways in
which they have overcome these challenges to create some of the most
iconic and groundbreaking horror films of all time.

The Early Days of Women in Horror Filmmaking
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The first women to make horror films were often pioneers in their field. In
the early days of silent cinema, Alice Guy-Blaché directed several horror
films, including "The House of Mystery" (1896) and "The Vampire" (1897).
These films were groundbreaking for their time, and they helped to pave
the way for other women to enter the horror genre.

In the 1920s and 1930s, a number of women directors continued to make
horror films, including Lois Weber ("The Blot" (1921)),Maurine Dallas
Watkins ("The Devil's Holiday" (1930)),and Ida Lupino ("The Hitch-Hiker"
(1953)). These films were often more psychological in nature than the
horror films of the previous decade, and they explored themes of madness,
obsession, and violence.

The Challenges of Women in Horror Filmmaking

Women have faced a number of challenges in the horror genre, including
sexism, discrimination, and lack of opportunity. In the early days of
filmmaking, women were often relegated to roles behind the scenes, such
as scriptwriters and editors. Even when they were given the opportunity to
direct, they were often given smaller budgets and less creative control than
their male counterparts.

In addition to the challenges they faced in the industry, women horror
filmmakers have also faced criticism from some critics who have argued
that their films are too "feminine" or "not scary enough." This criticism is
often based on sexist stereotypes about women and horror, and it ignores
the fact that women can bring a unique perspective to the genre.

The Resurgence of Women-Directed Horror Films



In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in women-directed
horror films. This is due in part to the success of films such as "The
Babadook" (2014),"Hereditary" (2018),and "The Witch" (2015),which have
all been praised for their originality, scares, and social commentary.

These films have helped to change the perception of women in horror
filmmaking, and they have paved the way for a new generation of women
directors to enter the genre. As a result, we are now seeing a more diverse
and inclusive range of horror films that reflect the perspectives and
experiences of women.

The Future of Women in Horror Filmmaking

The future of women in horror filmmaking is bright. There are more women
than ever before working in the genre, and they are creating some of the
most exciting and innovative horror films of today. As the industry continues
to become more diverse and inclusive, we can expect to see even more
great horror films from women directors in the years to come.

Women have been making horror films for decades, and they have made
significant contributions to the genre. Despite the challenges they have
faced, women have overcome these obstacles to create some of the most
iconic and groundbreaking horror films of all time. As the industry continues
to become more diverse and inclusive, we can expect to see even more
great horror films from women directors in the years to come.
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